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DISCIPLESHIP—LESSON FIVE 
 
 
 
 

HOW TO MAKE A DIFFERENCE IN YOUR CHURCH—Tommy C. Higle 
 
 
Last Lesson—Essentials For Personal Renewal 
 
A. Pray Patiently  
B. Probe Carefully  
C. Proceed Confidently  
 
 
Nehemiah 3–THE WORK OF REBUILDING THE WALL BEGINS 
 
A. Lots of different names 
 
B. Entire community of believers was mobilized 
 
C. Worked on all parts of the city 
 
FROM THIS ACCOUNT, WE CAN FIND THREE WAYS WE CAN MAKE A DIFFERENCE 
IN CBC LIFE: 
 

1. PURPOSE—resolution or determination—an action in course of execution—
aim or intent, goal or objective 

 
Jeremiah 29:10-11 NLT 
“This is what the Lord says: “You will be in Babylon for seventy years. But then I 
will come and do for you all the good things I have promised, and I will bring you 



home again. For I know the plans I have for you,” says the Lord. “They are plans 
for good and not for disaster, to give you a future and a hope.” 
 
Nehemiah engaged the people with one goal in mind—to rebuild the wall! 
 
Nehemiah 2:16-17 NLT 
“The city officials did not know I had been out there or what I was doing, for I had 
not yet said anything to anyone about my plans. I had not yet spoken to the 
Jewish leaders—the priests, the nobles, the officials, or anyone else in the 
administration. But now I said to them, “You know very well what trouble we are 
in. Jerusalem lies in ruins, and its gates have been destroyed by fire. Let us rebuild 
the wall of Jerusalem and end this disgrace!”” 
 
 
NEHEMIAH’S SINGULAR FOCUS OR PURPOSE WAS TO REBUILD THE WALL—THAT 
THE CITY WOULD NO LONGER BE A DISGRACE TO GOD!!! 
 
A. Israel’s opponents mocked them and their God because the holy city of  
Jehovah was in ruins. This was difficult to accept for them because of the  
following truth found in Psalm 87:1-3 NLT 
 
“On the holy mountain stands the city founded by the Lord. He loves the city of 
Jerusalem more than any other city in Israel. O city of God, what glorious things 
are said of you! Interlude” 
Psalms 87:1-3 NLT 
 
The state of Jerusalem was no indication of God’s love for it or it’s people, and so 
Nehemiah is seeking to assure both Israel and her enemies of the love and 
magnificence of their God, Jehovah! 
 
Conclusion: “With a purpose greater than the problem, the people began to 
rebuild the wall.” 
 
A. When one’s pain becomes greater than their fear, they will then move  
forward! 
 
B. “When the pain of continuing as you are is greater than the pain of change,  



you change. When the pain of disgrace became greater than the pain of  
rebuilding the wall, the Jews rebuilt the wall. Their purpose was to end the  
disgrace”. (Tommy C. Higle) 
 
C. When you get sick and tired of being sick and tired, then you change  
things. (Yours Truly) 
 
 
DISCIPLES HAVE ONE PURPOSE: 
 
Matthew 28:19 NLT 
“Therefore, go and make disciples of all the nations, baptizing them in the name 
of the Father and the Son and the Holy Spirit.” 
 
BRING GLORY TO GOD: 
 
A. Israelites—rebuild the wall 
 
B. Not to the pastor or even to the local church itself—lest we enter into  
idolatry—but to God alone (the church is not built on her pastor or anyone  
other than Jesus Christ! 
 
John 15:8 NLT 
“When you produce much fruit, you are my true disciples. This brings great glory 
to my Father.” 
 
THE PURPOSE OF EVERY CHRISTIAN IS SIMPLY TO BRING GLORY TO GOD!!! 
 

1. PARTICIPATE—to take part in an action or endeavor 

 
Everyone had a special place to work (they did work near where they lived). Each 
section of the wall and the gates were assigned to teams to accomplish the work. 
Thirty eight different teams are listed in chapter three. The teams are working in 
close proximity to one another as reading the text, we see the word next 24 times 
describing how the people worked next to each other.  
 



Sheep Gate—used to bring in sheep for sacrifice 
 
Fish Gate—may have been a gate through which fish from the Sea of Galilee or 
Tyre were brought in to sale 
 
Kinds of people helping to build—priests, goldsmiths, perfume-makers, women, 
rulers of various districts, merchants 
 
From Various Towns—Tekoa, Gibeon, Jericho, etc. (everyone had a role to play) 
 
THE CHURCH—All have a gift or several gifts to be used to BUILD THE KINGDOM 
OF GOD! 
 
Ephesians 4:11:13 NLT 
“Now these are the gifts Christ gave to the church: the apostles, the prophets, the 
evangelists, and the pastors and teachers. Their responsibility is to equip God’s 
people to do his work and build up the church, the body of Christ. This will 
continue until we all come to such unity in our faith and knowledge of God’s Son 
that we will be mature in the Lord, measuring up to the full and complete 
standard of Christ.” 
 
SPIRITUAL GIFTS ARE NEVER TO BE USED TO DRAW ATTENTION TO OURSELVES! 
Instead, they are to be used to minister to others and to build up the church. 
 
1Corinthians 12:4-13 NLT 
“There are different kinds of spiritual gifts, but the same Spirit is the source of 
them all. There are different kinds of service, but we serve the same Lord. God 
works in different ways, but it is the same God who does the work in all of us. A 
spiritual gift is given to each of us so we can help each other. To one person the 
Spirit gives the ability to give wise advice; to another the same Spirit gives a 
message of special knowledge. The same Spirit gives great faith to another, and to 
someone else the one Spirit gives the gift of healing. He gives one person the 
power to perform miracles, and another the ability to prophesy. He gives 
someone else the ability to discern whether a message is from the Spirit of God or 
from another spirit. Still another person is given the ability to speak in unknown 
languages, while another is given the ability to interpret what is being said. It is 
the one and only Spirit who distributes all these gifts. He alone decides which gift 



each person should have. The human body has many parts, but the many parts 
make up one whole body. So it is with the body of Christ. Some of us are Jews, 
some are Gentiles, some are slaves, and some are free. But we have all been 
baptized into one body by one Spirit, and we all share the same Spirit.” 
 
REALITY CHECK 
 
Nehemiah 3:5 NLT 
“Next were the people from Tekoa, though their leaders refused to work with the 
construction supervisors.” (NKJV uses the term nobles) 
 
Tekoa was the home of Amos the prophet. This people possibly were influenced 
by Geshem—an opponent of the Jews.  
 
A. Aristocratic—despised physical or manual labor. 
 
WHEN THE WORK OF THE KINGDOM OF GOD COMES CALLING, THERE WILL 
ALWAYS BE THOSE WHO REFUSE TO BECOME INVOLVED—whether by refusing to 
participate financially or getting involved in the work of evangelism, discipleship, 
or taking care of the facilities, etc. To not become discouraged, we refer to 
scripture itself for continued motivation: 
 
Hebrews 6:10 NLT 
“For God is not unjust. He will not forget how hard you have worked for him and 
how you have shown your love to him by caring for other believers, as you still 
do.” 
 

1. PRAISE 

Nehemiah took note of the work of each group of workers and offered words of 
PRAISE—encouragement—to each group for its contributions to the work. 
 
Lack of proper recognition 
Sense of not being valued  
Feeling forgotten 
 
Persons need to be appreciated for the difference they are making!!! 



 
1Thessalonians 5:9-11 NLT 
“For God chose to save us through our Lord Jesus Christ, not to pour out his anger 
on us. Christ died for us so that, whether we are dead or alive when he returns, 
we can live with him forever. So encourage each other and build each other up, 
just as you are already doing.” 
 
Hebrews 10:23-25 NLT 
 
“Let us hold tightly without wavering to the hope we affirm, for God can be 
trusted to keep his promise. Let us think of ways to motivate one another to acts 
of love and good works. And let us not neglect our meeting together, as some 
people do, but encourage one another, especially now that the day of his return is 
drawing near.” 
 
Proverbs 12:25 NLT 
“Worry weighs a person down; an encouraging word cheers a person up.” 
 
YOU CAN MAKE A HUGE DIFFERENCE IN YOUR CHURCH!!! 
 
A. Define and Know Your Purpose 
 
B. Participate—Use the gifts God has entrusted to you. 
 
C. Praise—Encouraging someone is so inexpensive but pays great dividends. 
 
Let’s PRAY 
 
 


